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This dissertation is the result of my PhD research at the University of Bordeaux, officially
started in 2013. However, for various reasons1, the topic changed and I begin this work in early
2015. Looking backward, the premises of this thesis kindled many years ago, when I enrolled in
the economic program. As many young fellows, I started out with a futile motivation: to make the
world a better place. Years later, after completing this thesis, the futile motivation remains and I
still have no idea how to do it. The only way to find out is to move forward.

Doing a thesis is a journey and I would like to express my gratitude to people who have accom-
panied and helped me along the way.

First and foremost, I would like to thank my main supervisor, Emmanuelle Gabillon, for her
steady support, for trusting and guiding me in unconventional terrains. Also, I would like to thank
Nicolas Carayol for helpful advice and lessons, for being a fantastic coach even in difficult times.

Of course, I am indebted to my coauthors. Many thanks to Noemí Navarro for her patience
and guidance for the first research paper, for her understanding when my health problems turned
up. Many thanks to Emmanuelle Augeraud-Veron for her interests and excitement in our work.
Although we just met recently, it is confirmed that her energy is unlimited and also has positive
spillover effects. I have learned a lot from working with them.

During the time at the University of Bordeaux, I have been advised and guided by many
admirable professors. Particularly, many thanks to Marc-Alexandre Sénégas, Murat Yildizoglu,
Francesco Lissoni, Hervé Hocquard, Jean-Christophe Pereau, Emmanuel Petit, Pascale Roux, and
Vincent Frigant for being excellent mentors and educators. I have greatly benefited from them in
scientific research, teaching and personal growth.

It is obvious that I am grateful to all my colleagues, PhD-candidate fellows and friends at
the University of Bordeaux. Particularly, thanks to Lucie for her material and mental support in
time badly needed. Thanks to Robin for inspiring discussions in many remotely research-related
subjects. Thanks to François and Viola for the longtime friendship. Thanks to Nicolas Mauhé,
Selma, Johannes and Lionel for serious discussions and their helps. Special thanks to Nicolas Yol
for countless discussions on famous economists and other delightful subjects, for being the most
reliable person in both academia and everyday life. Many thanks to Fadoua, Jeanne, Romain,
Samuel, Suneha, Lucile, Julien, Valentina, with whom I have shared many pleasant moments.

It would take a lot space if I have to thank my family and friends here, I will find another place
to do it soon.

Last but not least, I am grateful to the members of the jury, who take time and effort to evaluate
this dissertation. It’s my honor to have them as thesis jury.

1one of the reasons is probably my laziness, as pointed out by some people. It might be true but hasn’t been
econometrically proven
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